Collapsing glomerulopathy: update.
Collapsing glomerulopathy (CG) is a rare entity as a glomerular disease. Although it has been considered as a variant of focal segmental glomerulosclerosis, the fact is that the podocyte lesions show different features with respect to the typical focal segmental glomerulosclerosis, an aspect that has been attributed to a type of podocytopathy. In CG, the podocyte lesion is typically characterised by a dysregulated podocyte phenotype, reflected by the loss of expression of mature podocyte markers. CG can be a primary disease or it can be associated with several causal factors that develop a common histopathological entity. The clinical expressiveness of CG is often characterised by the presence of a nephrotic syndrome and a rapid deterioration of the renal function than other variants of the focal segmental glomerulosclerosis. The prognosis of these patients is a rapid progression towards end-stage renal disease with poor response to treatment.